DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTING ~ MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY 
Minutes of the   300-Level Liaison Committee Meeting 

20th August 2008

Present: 
	Student Representatives 
	Units 

	Enrico Susatyo
	COMP332, 333,329

	Alvonn Limjoco
	COMP333,344,ISYS303

	Faizan Stifich
	COMP332,344,345

	Dhyana  Scarano  (email)
	COMP329

	
	

	Staff Representatives 
	Units 

	Annabelle McIver
	Chair

	Bernard Mans
	COMP333

	Abhaya Nayak
	COMP329

	Peter Busch
	COMP301

	Christophe Doche
	COMP333

	Debbie Richards
	COMP340,345,346

	Yan Wang
	COMP344

	Dom Verity
	COMP332

	Louella Almeida
	Dept. Mgr. (Academic)

	Raina Kim
	Minutes


ISYS301: Peter Busch
· No student representative for this unit.

ISYS303: Lee Coady
· The student representative said there was not much feedback from the students.
Lectures:

· Those students who have completed ISYS201 did not attend the first two lectures because the lectures were a revision of Java.  They mainly covered the material from ISYS201, which is not a pre-requisite for this unit.  Towards the end of the second week LC goes into new territories for those who have already completed ISYS201.
Assignments:
· No issues with the first assignment compared to last year where students complained about the assignment.
· LC said the first assignment is easy compared to the second assignment.
COMP329: Abhaya Nayak 

Student representative Dhyana could not make it but sent an email to AMI. 

Lectures:
Students think Abhaya is a good lecturer and they like the course so far. The use of cartoons is quite effective.
· Dhyana said she wants the tutorials to be uploaded earlier. Currently they are uploaded on Thursdays or Fridays. AN said this was because of the lecture times. 
· Students are happy with the pace of the lecture whereas Dhyana thinks the lectures move slowly.

Tutorials:
· Students like the tutorial structure. 

· Tutor for Thursday 10am tutorial should ask for more input from the students rather than just giving out the answers. 

· AN said balance in pace should be kept for all students.

COMP332: Dom Verity

· There are 43 students enrolled this semester.
Lectures:

· Students find the i-lecture files are too big to download. They are about 40MB each. DV said this was due to the files being high quality. He can give lower quality files with the size 12MB.

· DR said use of Moodle will get you straight into i-lectures.

Tutorials & Practicals:

· Students find the Tutorials and Practicals really good and it has helped them to learn Java. 
Assignments:

· The first assignment is due soon but not many students have started. DV will remind the students to start the assignment.

· Student said Blackboard is very slow and this causes a problem when submitting assignments at the last minute.
· DV said the current Blackboard is a WebCT version. He said it will be upgraded to the full Blackboard version.
Other Matters:

· Student said Moodle which has a good response time is liked by the students and they prefer this to Blackboard. Students are currently quite active in Moodle.

COMP333: Bernard Mans, Christophe Doche
· There are 30 students enrolled this semester.

Lectures:
· Problem in downloading lectures using Moodle.
· Student said it was hard to concentrate in the lecture room E7B164 because the room was also occupied by another class at the same time only divided by a folding partition between the two classes.  LA will look into the venue change.

Tutorials:
The tutorials and practicals are very interactive. Students think the Mixed mode is very helpful and effective and together with the consultation time the session runs for three hours in a row. 
Assignments:

· BM had a test run. Students were confused that they didn’t know where to submit the assignments because it consisted of two parts, programming and portfolio. Students said Moodle was confusing to use. 
· BM will do other test runs on Friday and again on Monday.

· Student said the assignment was hard to implement due to late feedback.

Other Matters:
· Problems with Moodle: 

1) Downloading lectures.

2) Finding corresponding part.

3) Enrolment issues – some students get unenrolled.

· Students said the emails weren’t replied quickly. BM said he tried to answer but if delayed students should approach him.
COMP340: Debbie Richards

Lectures:
· Student asked if there are any more lectures for the rest of the semester. DR said the unit will have presentations instead because this is a project unit.
· Some students do not want to do the presentations because they think it is a waste of time. DR said the groups can choose not to come but some sponsors will be invited to the final presentation on 17th November. Each group will give 40 minute presentation.
· DR received a feedback from the sponsors that this year’s groups are more engaged.
Tutorials and Practicals:

· There are no tutorials and practicals for the rest of the semester.
COMP344: Yan Wang

Lectures:

· Students like i-lectures and also the fact the classes are timetabled consecutively (Lecture, Tutorial, Practical). They need make only one trip in for all.
Tutorials:

· Students are divided into two tutorials.

· Students are happy with the questions because they are interactive.

· YW is getting a more positive reaction from the students this year.
Practicals: 

· Students want the first few Practicals to be related to the assignment.
Assignment:
· Students are disappointed that there is no template for the tasks. YW said he left it out because he wanted to give some flexibility to students. However, he provided a lot of examples and said it should be enough.
· Students want similar portfolio to COMP249 but YW said it is not a good idea.  BM said the Portfolio in COMP249 was experimental and it has an impact on marking time, etc.
COMP345/ISYS346: Debbie Richards
· Students said having a multiple unit names for one unit is quite confusing. Thinks it should be combined into one. DR said this unit has internal and industry streams. The unit requires different mailing lists for technical administrative side.
· DR asked the groups to see if they wanted to change teams. Only one team wanted to stay with every member of the group. In the end DR changed 18 people.

· DR used a survey conducted in the beginning of the year to allocate groups.

COMP347: Rajan Shankaran

· No student representatives turned up.

Equipment Issues:
· Dhyana said she had a problem with VPN connection for wireless printing. 

· In the lab E6A119 when an USB is inserted into a computer the system will reset. CTS is aware of the problem because there is a warning sign concerning this in the lab.
· In the 3rd year lab sometimes pictures are not printed out. They just disappear. BM says CTS is aware of the problem but has not found the cause of the problem.

Other Matters:
· BM will issue an official certificate/letter to the student representatives at the end of semesters to encourage the students to participate in liaison committees. This can be mentioned in their CVs.

Next Meeting

Meeting Closed at 2:15pm.
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