DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTING ~ MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY
Minutes of the   300-Level Liaison Committee Meeting

15th October 2008

Present: 
	Student Representatives 
	Units 

	 Elliot Campbell-Smith
	COMP347 

	Staff Representatives 
	Units 

	 Annabelle McIver
	Chair 

	Abhaya Nayak
	COMP329 

	 Peter Busch
	ISYS301 

	 Dominic Verity
	COMP332 

	 Bernard Mans
	COMP333 

	 Christophe Doche
	COMP333 

	 Debbie Richards
	COMP340,345,ISYS346 

	 Rajan Shankaran
	COMP347

	 Louella Almeida
	Dept Mgr (Academic) 

	 Raina Kim
	Minutes 


Apologies: Yan Wang, Leszek Maciaszek, Mehmet Orgun, Jian Yang

Meeting started at 1:07pm.
COMP332: Dom Verity
Student sent an email for this unit.

Lectures and exams:
·  A lot of students thought that the mid semester exam was too hard and too long. DV said the exam was not too hard but agreed that it was too long i.e., it took average of 4 minutes per question which was not enough time to answer. He would increase the time to 6 minutes apart for the next exam. The final exam would overlap with the mid term exam. Because of the time constraint DV would get the marks for the best 4 out of 5 questions.

· Mid term exam is worth 25% and the final exam is worth 35%.

Tutorials and Practicals:

· DV held a practical session during the second week of the uni break with the intention of helping with the assignment. Students were very happy with this extra lesson. 
Assignments:

· The second assignment has been extended to this Sunday due to the mid semester exam. A lot of students have finished or almost finished the assignment. It was very nice of DV to attend the practicals to help the students with the assignment.

COMP347: Rajan Shankaran

Tutorials and Practicals:

· Low attendance in tutorials and practicals sessions. Only 4 to 5 students attend each session. The classes are not mandatory and have no incentive to attend. The contents are available and can be read later. If an incentive was given e.g., give a percentage of a mark, perhaps there will be more students attending. 
· Students are happy with the C programming in practicals. They are happy with the prac exercises.

· The software tools can be down loaded at home and it works well.
· Students find it hard to get a computer in the prac sessions even though there are only 4 or 5 students who attend the class. The other computers are occupied by students not enrolled in the class. It also gets quite rowdy and noisy at times especially the Thursday evening class in E6A 114. LA advised that a scheduled class is booked for that lab and appears on the official timetable.  RS advised that tutors should have control of the class and they have the right to ask students to leave if they are not enrolled in that particular class.  BM informed the meeting that the Dept. is looking into other measures to address the problem of misuse of the labs.
· Student wanted to know why the sessions were in the evenings rather than day time. BM said the times are changed alternately every 2 years to accommodate working students. He would look into changing it to alternate every 3 years.  
This was the third and last meeting for this semester, and all were thanked for attending.

Meeting closed at 1:23pm.
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